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Rural Governance under the Constraints of Aging: the Transition from
Growth to Development

YANG Yuanzheng LIU Jin

Abstract: The primary goal of rural governance is to respond to the practical needs of villagers. As society enters a stage of
moderate aging, rural governance must shift from a focus on "growth" to one on "development". In the historical evolution, the
functional transformation of rural governance has been an inevitable requirement of economic system reform and a strategic choice
for reshaping urban-rural relations. With the advancement of reform and opening- up and rapid economic development, net flow of
urban and rural population together with the aging level, has formed four types of villages. , and the rural governance affairs are
accordingly divided into four forms: conventional, growth-oriented, development-oriented, and security-oriented, which
constitutes the theoretical explanatory framework for the transformation of governance functions. In rural governance, the aging of
the rural population is both an obstacle to the construction of rural governance organizations and the enhancement of service
capacity, and raising a higher demand for the improvement of the quantity and quality of the supply of basic public services, which
is practical necessity of implementing development-oriented governance. When historical logic, theoretical logic, and practical
logic all point toward development-oriented governance, governance institutions at all levels should embrace a development-
oriented mindset, adopt appropriate tools, and establish a development-oriented evaluation system. With a forward-looking
perspective on social participation, we should continuously improve the social security and well-being of rural residents, ultimately
achieving sound rural governance under the constraints of aging.

Keywords: Aging Population; Rural Governance; Governance Transformation; Village Stratification; Inclusive Development

<172 -

F ] %1

https://www.cnki.net



