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The Theory Front of Urban Size and its Policy Debate
Su Hongjian, Wei Houkai

Abstract: The urban scale is the core issue of urban economics, and urban size strategy is an
important part of China’s urbanization strategy. This article reviews the related researches on the urban
size, including the determinants of urban size, the agglomeration effects, the urban system, and the urban
size policy,. It constructs a framework of the urban size theory. Determinants of urban size include the
natural characteristics, the cultural environment, the economic factors and the administrative level and so
on. The agglomeration effects include agglomeration economy and crowding effects, and then the optimum
urban size. The researches on the urban system are mainly on the rank size law and the rationality of
China’s urban system. The urban size theory provides a theoretical basis for the urban size strategy, and
the domestic debates on the urban size policy are mainly about the importance of large cities and small
towns. Based on the reviews and the practical problems, the article proposes some research issues.
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