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Reflections on the Discipline Construction of Forestry Economy

LI Zhou
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Abstract

(1) Discipline construction goes hand in hand with scientific research. In a narrow sense scientific research
refers to explore increments of knowledge correct understanding bias of knowledge update knowledge and
improve and perfect the systems of knowledge within an existing discipline system. In a broad sense scientific
research in further refers to explain the phenomena and solve the problems in the real world by using the existing
discipline knowledge. In terms of discipline construction it is the activities to add the new understanding and a—
chievements obtained from the scientific researches into the discipline system. The task of discipline construction
is to perfect the discipline system to precise the discipline knowledge to make it possible to explain more eco—
nomic phenomena and solve more economic problems and to make it more understandable and easier to use.
The driving force of discipline construction comes from the curiosity and responsibility of teachers and research—
ers.

(2) The content of discipline construction includes testing and verifying improving updating and extending
the existing knowledge creating new knowledge and upgrading knowledge system. For instance upgrading
the knowledge system from sustainable use of timber to the eco-function of forest system and the sustainable use of
landscape and services, improving the scientific method from experience approach to experimental approach;
improving the data use from predicting the future based on historic data to forecasting the future based on con—
stantly updated big data; improving from induction of discipline progress to deduction of discipline outlook and
from Chinas evidence to Chinas experience and paradigm.

(3) To carry out discipline construction the first step is making a discipline construction scheme; the sec—
ond step is organizing a discipline construction team and the third step is establishing an incentive mechanism.
The discipline construction must base on local practices. In Chinese contexts many statements are similar  but
the practices are quite different. By comparing those differences one can gains various evidences find various
wisdoms reach various conclusions and draw various paradigms.

(@) The phased orderly and achievable of the discipline construction should be considered. The team lead—
ers should be seriously selected. The team structure should be elaborated and the team should be dynamically op—
timized. The discipline construction tasks should be determined pre—esearch subjects should be set up litera—
ture reviews should be conducted and methodologies should be evaluated. Discipline construction would be ad-
justed and readjusted which include those in the scheme plans and paths of discipline construction and the
team leaders and members of discipline construction.

(5) At present China has the largest team of professional staffs in the world conducting forestry economy re—
search. Therefore we should have the advantages to reach the target of discipline construction-innovation in the
paradigm of forestry economy research.
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