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内容提要
本书通过对近十年来湖南省衡阳县农民维权抗争活动发生和发展过程的实地考察，着重探索了农民自发的政治组织的形成过程、基本形态、运行机制以及发展走向，揭示了农民维权抗争精英产生的客观政治环境、社会心理基础和地方性社会生态，分析了当代中国农民的政治心理、政治文化状态、政治价值取向和政治行为方式。
Abstract

Based on intensive fieldwork on the origins and development of farmers’ decade-long struggles to protect their legitimate rights in Hengyang county of Hunan province，this research investigates the formation，configurations，operations，and orientations of spontaneous farmers’ political organizations．It examines the political environment that engenders contentious elites in rural China．It also explores the social--psychological features of these elites and analyzes the local political process in which such elites are made．By comparing rural political elites and ordinary villagers，this study sheds light on the political psychology，political culture，political values，and political behaviors of contemporary Chinese farmers．This research also derives from its empirical findings a number of policy proposals about how to protect farmers’ interests and facilitate their interests articulation in the on-going transition period．
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