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The Bridging and Transformation of Social Assistance System:

Critical Challenges and Strategic Measures
DU Zhi-xiong WANG Yu

Abstract : Building a high —quality social assistance system is important to prevent poverty and
promote common prosperity. While supporting the completion of the poverty alleviation target, social
assistance measures have also formed some unintended consequences, and are facing new situations and
challenges after the completion of building a "moderately prosperous society in all respects". During the
fight against poverty, the social assistance system in rural China once entering around the Minimum Living
Standard Guarantee(Dibao) Program, had been gradually strengthened across all dimensions to fight against
poverty. This transformation had brought significant changes on the social assistance system in the
following three aspects, namely logical framework, policy target and intervention approach, which made
category—based assistance comprehensively strengthened. Such a social assistance system has played an
important role in the achievement of eradicating extreme poverty. However, there is an urgent need for the
social assistance system to adapt to the new situation and the routine governance of poverty reduction.
Thus, the system faces multiple challenges such as cross—sectoral coordination, smooth adjustment of the
means of assistance and target population, adaptation to the developing and changing needs, and urban—
rural integration of the social assistance system. During the new development stage, it is necessary to focus
on improving the multi-level and category—based social assistance system, building a routine institutional
mechanism for social assistance, gradually realizing urban—rural integration at the county level,
implementing the promotion strategy of institutional reform, accelerating the promotion of multi-level and
differentiated demonstration work in different types of areas, and promoting the formation of a long—term
stable framework of the social assistance system.

Key words: social assistance system; common prosperity; fight against poverty
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