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Research on Returnee Entrepreneurship with Chinese
Characteristics; Framework, Progress and Prospects

HU Yi
(Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100005, China)

Abstract: With the slowdown of China’s economic growth and the implementation of the rural revitalization strategy, returnee
entrepreneurship has attracted more and more attention from the Chinese government and academia. This paper, in combination
with the Western economic scholars’ research on labor migration, regional development and entrepreneurship, systematically re-
views relevant studies of returnee entrepreneurship with Chinese characteristics. This can help to further understand the positio-
ning and significance of this phenomenon during the Chinese modernization, thus promoting advanced research in related fields.
Existing research on returnee entrepreneurship with Chinese characteristics mainly focuses on its dynamic mechanism, influencing
factors, and performance results, as well as the impact on regional development. It pays more attention to the effect of returnees’
personal characteristics, ignoring the impact of entrepreneurial environment. Due to the strong particularity of returnee entrepre-
neurship with Chinese characteristics, relevant research has a strong policy revelatory effect, while the integration with similar in-
ternational studies is slightly insufficient. Therefore, future studies should focus on four aspects to enrich relevant research.
First, it is necessary to analyze the characteristics of returnee entrepreneurship on the demand side; second, it is necessary to
discuss the policy environment conducive to realizing efficient returnee entrepreneurship; third, it is necessary to analyze the im-
pact of returnee entrepreneurship on the social non-economic aspects; fourth, it is necessary to strengthen the construction of a re-
search database on returnee entrepreneurship.

Key Words: returnee entrepreneurship; mobility of labor; migrant workers; migration; employment; rural revitalization
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