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Land Adjustment Under the Second Round of Rural Land Contract Extension:
Enlightenment from the Pilot Villages

HU Lingxiao CAO Dangiv LIU Yu

Abstract: Solving the problem of adjusting contracted land is the key to implementing the work of
extending the second round of land contracts for another 30 years after they expire. In the investigation
of the four pilot villages of the extension contract we found that the extension plan of each group
contains the option of land adjustment and the land adjustment is carried out by the way of determining
the right and determining the acres but not the land using the maneuvering land adjustment and
realizing the increase of land by reducing the land. The logic of land adjustment in the second round of
continuous contract pilot village groups is as follows: the contracted land is adjusted as the preferred
plan to meet the demands of farmers and the interests of both the government and farmers are taken
into account in the way of “no big adjustment moderate small adjustment”. The basic principle of land
adjustment is collective members sharing and equal distribution according to people. We suggest that
on the basis of maintaining stable and permanent contract relations we deepen the exploration of three
key questions namely whether the basis for stabilizing contract relations is household or people
whether there are ways to solve the contradiction between people and land other than “land” method
and how land adjustment will affect the scale of agricultural operations. We should better understand
and solve the problem of adjusting contracted land in the second round of land contract extension by
conducting pilot projects in different categories and expanding the scope of the pilot projects and
further identify effective ways to maintain the stability of land contract relations.

Keywords: Land System; Second Round of Land Contract Extension; Land Adjustment; Pilot Scheme
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