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TRANT 7 —R A KR TH A

The Influence of Vocational Training on Farmers' Off—-farm Employment
Behavior and Characteristics: Net Effect Estimation Based on Endogenous

Treatment Effect Model
HU Yi ZHANG Zheng-he

Abstract: Based on the data of 2012, 2014 and 2016 in the CFPS database, this paper adopts the
endogenous treatment effect model to estimates the net effect of vocational training on the impact of
farmers” off -farm employment behavior decision, employment type, employment location, employment
stability and employment income. The study found that: Firstly, vocational training can improve the
probability of farmers to participate in non—agricultural work and promote the flow of rural labor to non-
agricultural sector by improving the level of farmers” human capital. Secondly, vocational training, to some
extent, inhibits farmers” willingness to start their own businesses, enhances their enthusiasm for off-farm
work, and improves the quality of off -farm employment, which is reflected in more stable jobs, higher
wages, and closer to home. Thirdly, from the perspective of training supply, the training organized by the
employer is more targeted and more efficient, and its effect on the improvement of farmers” non —
agricultural income is better than that organized by the government. Fourthly, from the perspective of
farmer heterogeneity, vocational training has two prominent effects. There is a "boost" effect. The human
capital improvement brought by the training enables young men with strong risk preference to have more
employment opportunities, and the non—agricultural employment quality is greatly improved. There is a
"bottom line" effect, so that the risk preference of women, the elderly and other rural relatively "vulnerable"
groups have a chance to get closer to home, more stable off—farm work. Fifthly, affected by various factors,
farmers who do not participate in training in reality deserve special attention. The unobservable factors that
hinder their participation in training actually drag down their human capital level, and strengthening their
training can often achieve very good results. In view of this, relevant departments at all levels should
continue to strengthen the support for farmers” vocational training, pay attention to supporting enterprises
to carry out targeted training, and at the same time take into account the farmers who have not participated
in the training for various reasons, so that vocational training can play a better role.
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