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From “Village Conventions” to Village Rules and Regulations: The Comparison and Reflection
Liu Jin
( Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Science, Beijing 100732 )

Abstract: Village rules and regulations are important carrier of villagers” autonomy. Based on the data from CRRS and
the files from survey, we conclude that there are some problems, such as deficiencies in the implementation of village rules
and regulations, regarding village rules and regulations as the system of villages management, ignoring the social organization
function of village rules and regulations, village rules and regulations are greatly interfered by administrative forces in prac-
tice, and insufficient contractual nature. On this basis, the paper compares and analyzes some common characteristics between
“village conventions” and village rules and regulations, grassroots, government intervention, villagers’ education and compli-
ance constitute the congenital defects of the practice of village rules and regulations. Based on the “triangle model” to reflect
on the shortcomings in practice, we can further promote the implementation of village rules and regulations from the three as-
pects of villagers, villagers’ autonomous organizations and the government.

Keywords: Rural Governance; Village Rules and Regulations; Rural Autonomy; Social Order
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