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The evolution process, reform characteristics and enlightenment of the agricultural cooperative
insurance system in Japan
YU Rongrong!, CAO Bin?, MU Yueying®

(1.Book Newspaper Information Center, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872; 2.The
Institute of Rural Development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732; 3.School of
Economics and Management, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083)
Abstract : Japan's agricultural cooperative insurance system is Different from the commercial
insurance and policy-based insurance in European and American countries, it is a mutual-aid
agricultural disaster insurance established spontaneously by farmers which has the advantages of low
operating cost and effectively avoiding moral hazard in insurance.On the basis of analyzing the
development process of agricultural cooperative insurance in Japan, this paper believes that the system
has the characteristics of democratic management with small farmers as the main body, has an
organization system that runs through the way up and down, high efficiency of fund usage, joint
damage determination, diversified underwriting methods and financial support.In recent years, due to
the sharp decrease in the number of members and the frequent natural disasters, the agricultural
cooperative insurance has reduced the amount of insurance premium and is difficult to maintain the
damage determination system.In regard , Japan has accelerated the institutional restructuring ,
introduced income insurance, optimized loss determination methods and diversified underwriting
methods, and reduced management costs and improved operational efficiency.Based on the experience
of agricultural cooperative insurance in Japan, it is suggested that China improve the insurance system
for major agricultural disasters, establish agricultural cooperative insurance system and explore
diversified loss assessment methods.
Keywords : Japan; insurance system for major agricultural disasters; agricultural cooperation
insurance; income insurance
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