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Table 1 Comprehensive evaluation index of farmers' information acquisition behavior
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Table 2 Descriptive statistics of variables
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Fig.1 Kernel density map of evaluation results of information acquisition behavior by subgroup
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Table 4 Information gap in different groups
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Table 5 Influencing factors of information gap based on RIF regression
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Table 6 Description of key group characteristics that should be paid attention to achieve digital inclusion

FHAIE 10 S % 20 S 30 7% EREFZN
fE BRI A 1.42 1.86 2.10 2.40
S G Riy 1.10 152 1.98 2.35
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MWNEI-Y 3 1.18 137 152 2.07
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FIEWNIKT 2.57 267 2.67 2.85
KL L4 S AT 212 218 2.20 2.38
i ELBURTBE B 26.08 26.77 23.66 23.73
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Fig.2 Functions with the most daily use time of mobile phones and the proportion of corresponding population (%)
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Analysis of Farmers' Information Acquisition Behavior for Digital Inclusion:
Group Focus and Practical Concerns

CUI Kai'?
(1.Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732; 2. Research Center of Agricultural and rural

modernization, Rural Development Institute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

Abstract: [Purpose/Significance] In the era of mobile Internet, mobile phones are the most important information access tools. From the
perspective of mobile phone use, this paper examines and reveals the information acquisition behavior of farmers, explores the
information gap in rural areas, analyzes the characteristics of the information acquisition behavior of key groups, and provide insights
into how to improve the information acquisition behavior and narrowing the information gap. The significance of the research is that,
with a focus on digital inclusion, we start from the inclusive feature of the Internet and modern information technology, find out the key
groups to pay attention to in the information gap, and put forward ideas on how to realize digital inclusion from the perspective of
farmers' information acquisition and needs. [Method/Process] Based on the rural sample survey at the national level, principal
component analysis and RIF regression analysis were used to measure farmers' information acquisition behavior and identify the role of
key influencing factors in improving information acquisition behavior. This study analyzes farmers' information acquisition behavior
from the perspective of mobile phone use, describes the micro characteristics of the information gap in rural areas, and makes the
conclusion more scientific and generalizable based on the sample survey of farmers at the national level. [Results/Conclusions] The low
"long tail" group in the evaluation results of farmers' information acquisition behavior exists in the aged people groups and the groups
with the education level below junior middle school, which highlights the phenomenon of information gap in rural areas. Key
explanatory variables have a more pronounced marginal effect on groups with low evaluation results of information acquisition behavior
(below the median). Improving the impact of mobile phone use among key groups such as the elderly and the undereducated makes an
important contribution to narrowing the information gap, which reflects the inevitable requirement of the concept of digital inclusion.
Based on the improvement of network facilities, it is also necessary to pay attention to the use of mobile phone functions and information
content acquisition of key groups, strengthen the accuracy of information supply, activate the information needs of key groups, and
improve the adaptability of such groups in the digital environment. There are still more relatively poor and aging groups in rural areas,
which need to be included in the digital inclusion path, improve the situation of vulnerable groups in the digital age, and provide the
means to realize people's needs. Future research will pay more attention to promoting the provision of high-quality public service
resources through digital tools, realizing the continuous empowerment of digital technology for rural development, and improving the
digital literacy of citizens, especially rural residents.

Keywords: digital inclusion; information acquisition; information divide; information demand; digital literacy
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