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Does the Change of Hukou Improve Migrants” Social Status?

An Empirical Study on Rural Migrant Residents
Wang Shukun
( Rural Development Institute Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: Institutional exclusion and identity rejection are two important barriers that keep rural
migrants from integrating into urban cities which further affect their self-perceived social status.
Focusing on two dimensions of institutional exclusion and recognized identity this paper analyzes
differences in self-perceived social status among migrating residents. Using the China LaborHforce
Dynamic Survey ( CLDS) data we define “permanent” migrants as those with urban Hukou and
“temporary” migrants as being without urban Hukou. Then we use subsample regressions and
instrumental variable method to examine the effect of Hukou change on migrants” self-perceived social
status. The results show that on average the self-perceived social status is significantly higher among
the “permanent ” migrants. In exploring the mechanism of the effect it is found that the
“permanent ” generally have higher social welfare including pension insurance housing job
condition and living environment. It is further revealed the self-perceived social status is positively
associated with length of residence. Therefore it is important to continue the reform in Hukou system
and related systems by gradually easing the eligibility for urban settlement and eliminating the Hukou
barriers in social welfare.

Keywords: household registration change migrant population social status social welfare
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