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“Tripartite Medical System Reform” from the Perspective of

Rural Supply and Demand: Predicaments and Countermeasures

YANG Yuanzheng', DENG Tinghe
( I.Institute of Rural Development, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;

2. Century College, Beijing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Beijing 100876, China)

Abstract: Improving the level of rural medical and health services is an inevitable requirement for building
a well-off society in an all-ound way. The “Tripartite Medical System Reform ( TMSR) ” ( medical insurance,
medical services and medicine) , is important to comprehensively improve the national health system and
enhance the level of medical and health services. From three supply-side perspectives, i.e., medical insurance
system feedback, medical and health services, and implementation of national essential medicines system
(NEMS) , and a demand-side perspective, i.e., the actual causes that make rural residents to see a doctor, this
paper analyzes the predicaments in the TMSR in rural China based on a survey of 18 administrative villages and
231 rural residents in 18 townships ( towns) in 9 counties of Hunan, Jiangsu and Yunnan provinces. At present,
there are still some problems in rural areas, such as unbalanced distribution of medical and health resources,
dissatisfaction with medical insurance system, diluted effect of the NEMS, and rural residents are forced to see
doctors in higher level medical institutions. Therefore, the government should increase financial input, improve
the “cost performance” of medical insurance, improve the NEMS subsidy system, ensure sufficient supply of
cheap basic medicines, and at the same time increase the dissemination of medical and health care concept in
rural areas, so as to break through these predicaments in rural communities.

Key words: medical insurance system; medical and health services; national essential medicines system

( NEMS) ; Tripartite Medical System Reform( TMSR)



