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Abstract
In 2015，despite a sluggish recovery of the world economy and the slowdown of China’s economic growth，China’s agriculture and rural economy have maintained a good pace of steady development. The primary industry has continued to experience a steady development along with agricultural modernization. Fixed assets investment in the primary industry (excluding rural households) reached 1556.1 billion Yuan，an increase of 31.8 percent from 2014. Fixed assets investment of rural households valued at 1041.0 billion Yuan, a decrease of 3.2 percent compared to last year. The value-added of the primary industry was 6086.3 billion Yuan，an increase of 3.9 percent in real terms. This accounted for 9.0 percent of China’s GDP (in current price)，contributing to 5.2 percent of China’s GDP (in comparable price).The contribution rate of scientific and technological progress to China’s agriculture was 56 percent. Agricultural mechanization rate for farming，growing and harvesting crops reached 63 percent. Large-scale breeding rate of livestock and poultry rose to 54 percent. The total number of new types of business actors in agriculture such as family farms，farmers’ cooperatives and agribusiness enterprises，was close to 2.5 million.
China’s agricultural sector has witnessed continuous structural adjustments. In 2015，the growing area of grain crops has expanded to 113.34 million hectare (or 1.7 billion Mu). The growing area of oil crops remained stable at 14 million hectare (or 0.21 billion Mu). The growing area of cotton crops has dropped to 3.8 million hectare (or 57 million Mu)，a decrease of 10.0 percent from 2014. The growing area of sugar crops has dropped to 1.74 million hectare (or 26.13 million Mu)，a decrease of 8.4 percent compared to last year. In 2015, the twelfth consecutive increase in grain production was recorded, with a total amount of 621.44 million tons，an increase of 2.4 percent from 2014. The total amount of cotton production was 5.61 million tons, a decrease of 9.3 percent. The total amount of oil production reached 35.47 million tons，an increase of 1.1 percent. The total amount of sugar production was 125.29 million tons，a decrease of 6.2 Percent. Affected by the decrease in pig production，the total amount of meat production valued at 86.25 million tons，a decrease of 1.0 percent. The total number of pigs was 708.25 million，a decrease of 3.7 percent. The total amount of pork production was 54.87 million tons，a decrease of 3.3 percent. The total amount of beef，mutton，and poultry production reached 7.00 million tons, 4.41 million tons， and 18.26 million tons， an increase of 1.6 percent，2.9 percent，and 4.3 percent，respectively.
In 2015，the development of agricultural products markets has been stable. The total amount of retail sales of consumer goods in rural areas reached 4193.2 billion Yuan，an increase of 11.8 percent compared to 2014. The growth rate of retail sales of consumer goods in rural areas is 1.3 percent higher than that of in urban areas. The total amount of retail sales of consumer goods in rural areas accounted for 13.9 percent of the total amount of retail sales of consumer goods in China. Producer prices of agricultural products rose by 1.7 percent，and consumer prices for food increased by 2.3 percent.
    In 2015，the imports and exports of agricultural products continued to decrease. China’s total imports and exports of agricultural products valued at 187.56 billion US Dollars，a decrease of 3.6 percent. China’s agricultural trade deficit decreased to 46.20 billion US Dollars，a decrease of 8.7 percent compared to 2014. The share of agricultural products’ exports to the Belt and Road countries accounted for 31.1 percent in China’s total exports of agricultural Products, and that to Association of Southeast Asian Nations， 21.0 percent.
In 2015，farmers’ incomes continued to increase. Per capita disposable income of rural households was 11,422 Yuan，an increase of 8.9 percent or a real increase of 7.5 percent after deducting price factors. Per capita net income of rural households was 10,772 Yuan. Among per capita disposable income of rural households’ salary incomes valued at 4,600 Yuan， an increase of 10.8 percent, contributing to 48.0 percent of income increase；net farm incomes at 4.504 Yuan, an increase of 6.3 percent，contributing to 28.5 percent of income increase；net property  incomes at 252 Yuan， an increase of 13.3 percent, contributing to 3.2 percent of income increase；transferable incomes at 2,066 Yuan，an increase of 10.1 percent，contributing to 20.3 percent of income increase.
In 2015，the income gap among rural households continued to decline. Per capita disposable income of low-income households, lower-middle-income households, middle-income households，upper-middle-income households，and high-income households valued at 3,086 Yuan，7,221 Yuan，10,311 Yuan，14,537 Yuan，and 26,014 Yuan，an increase of 11.5 percent，9.3 percent，8.5 percent，8.1 percent，and 8.6 percent，respectively. Income distribution in rural    has improved. The income gap between urban and rural residents reduced to 2.73 times，a decrease of 0.02 compared to 2014.The income increase of farmers in Central and Western China was at a faster pace compared to farmers in Eastern China.
In 2015，the living standard of rural residents continued to increase. Per capita consumption expenditure of rural households was 9,223 Yuan，an increase of 8.6 percent in real terms. That was 3.1 percent higher than the growth rate of per capita consumption expenditure of urban households. Based on the current poverty standard，there were 55.75 million poor people in rural areas，a decrease of 14.42 million or 20.6 percent compared to last year. The poverty incidence rate in rural areas was 5.7 percent，a decrease of 1.5 percent from 2014.
In 2015，the production and living conditions of rural residents continued to improve. The supplies of roads，electricity，and telephone lines have reached almost all rural communities. The share of households capable to receive digital television broadcast signal in natural villages accounted for 96.4 percent. The number of mobile phones with internet access per hundred rural households was 69.2，an increase of 21 percent compared to 2014. The number of computers with internet access per hundred rural households was 18.8，an increase of 14.4 percent compared to last year.
In 2016，China’s agriculture and rural economy will remain to develop at a steady pace. The value-added of the primary industry is expected to exceed 6,000 billion Yuan，an increase of 3.5 percent in real terms. The share of the primary industry will be likely to decrease to 8.8 percent in China’s GDP. Producer prices of agricultural products will possibly drop by 3 percent compared to the previous year. Consumer prices for food will possibly increase by 1 percent. Per capita net income of rural households and per capita disposable income of rural households will be likely to increase by 7.7 percent，reaching 11,600 Yuan and 12,300 Yuan (in comparable price)，respectively. The income gap between urban and rural residents will possibly reduce further to 2.70 times，a decrease of 0.03 compared to 2015. It is projected that China’s imports and exports of agricultural products will increase by 3 percent in case of a remarkable recovery of the world economy.
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Abstract：In 2015，China’s agriculture and rural economy have maintained a good pace of steady development. Value added of the primary industry reached 6086.3 billion Yuan，an increase of 3.9 percent from 2014 in real terms，and accounted for 9.0 percent of China’s GDP. The total amount of retail sales of consumer goods in rural areas rose rapidly by 11.8 percent，and per capita consumption expenditure of rural households grew by 8.6 percent from 2014. The growing area of grain crops was 113.34 million hectare and output of grain crops was over 0.62 billion tons. The growing area and output of both cotton and sugar crops decreased prominently. The output of pork decreased by 1.84 million tons，whereas the output of other livestock and aquaculture products increased from 2014. The total imports of grain was about 0.13 billion tons，and that of cereal increased by 68 percent. Producer prices of agricultural products rose by 1.7 percent，those of grain fell by 1.3 percent，and those of pigs rose by 8.9 percent. Consumer prices for food increased by 2.3 percent. Per capita disposable income of rural households was  11,422 Yuan， and the income gap between urban residents and rural residents reduced from 2.75 times in the previous year to 2.73 times. It is estimated that the total output of grain will reach 0.63 billion tons, that per capita disposable income of rural households will increase by 7.7 percent in real terms，and that the income gap between urban residents and rural residents will fall to 2.70 times in 2016.
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    Abstract：In 2015，per capita disposable income of rural households was 11.422 yuan，an increase of 8.9 percent or a real increase of 7.5 percent after deducting price factors. In the same period，per capita consumption expenditure of rural households was 9，223 yuan，an increase of 10.0 percent，or 8.6 percent in real terms. Per capita consumption expenditure on transport and communications，education，culture and recreation，as well as health care and medical services increased in a relatively rapid way. Along with the enhancement of public services, the living conditions of rural households have further improved. As result, the number of rural population in poverty also reduced in all regions of China. But owing to the specific characteristics of the impoverished people and of their living environments，the difficulties remain as to how to obtain continuous income increase and achieve rural poverty alleviation.
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G. 3  Production and Prices of Agricultural Products in 2015

Chuanjing Wang／050

Abstract：Great achievements were made in the agricultural sector in 2015，the last year of the 12 th Five-Year Plan Period. The twelfth consecutive increase in grain production was recorded. The price of grains declined slightly in 2015. The process of structural adjustments of cash crops production was progressing smoothly. The production and price of cotton and sugar decreased while those of oil crops increased. The production of hogs declined in 2015. The price of hogs declined in the first quarter，and then increased rapidly. The production of beef and mutton increased steadily with a slight price decline. Some suggestions are made as to how to improve comprehensive production capabilities during the supply-side structural reforms in agriculture for a steady and sustainable development of agricultural products market system in 2016.
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G. 4  An Analysis on the Grain Markets in 2015 and Prospects for 2016

Wanchun Luo／069

Abstract：The year 2015 has witnessed a continued increase in grain production，in sufficient domestic demand，high grain stocks level，and growth in grain imports. The contradiction between supply and demand of corn and soybeans was prominent. Mainly affected by the international grain prices fluctuation and domestic corn reserve policy adjustments，the grain producer price fell slightly. Owing to a changing structural demand and higher domestic price，the imports of rice，corn and their substitutes increased greatly. In view of the global grain market situation，the domestic economic situation，and the domestic policy adjustments，the yields of rice，wheat，potatoes and beans are expected to remain or rise slightly in 2016，while the corn production is likely to fall. The prices of rice and wheat are expected to be relatively stable，while the prices of corn and soybeans are likely to fluctuate. The imports of rice，Wheat and soybeans are expected to rise slightly，while those of corn and its substitutes to increase at a lower rate compared to last year.
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G. 5  An Analysis on the Cash Crops Markets in 2015 and Prospects for 2016

Lei Han／083

 
Abstract：The market pattern of cash crops (mainly cotton，oil crops and sugar crops) has changed a lot in China due to the domestic policy adjustments in 2015. The production of cotton and sugar crops declined，and the cultivation area of cotton decreased significantly. But the regional concentration of cash crops cultivation has been continuously happening. The domestic demand for cash crops increased continuously，and a high domestic demand for sugar made China highly dependent on sugar imports. Owing to a sharp decline in the prices for cotton and rapeseed，the planting benefits for farmers have decreased last year. In view of the international  economic environment and the current situation of supply and demand in China，the domestic price of cotton is likely to decrease in 2016, while the prices of peanut and rapeseed is projected to go to different directions. The gap between sugar demand and supply is likely to remain.
Keywords：Cash Crops；Policy Adjustments；Supply and Demand：Markets

G. 6  An Analysis on the Livestock Production and Markets in 2015and Prospects for 2016

Changquan Liu／098

Abstract：This report analyzes the development of livestock industry in the aspects of production，market prices and cost-benefits，and makes a forecast in short and long terms. In 2015，the total production of meats and of pork meat decreased，while the growth rate of production of beef，lamb and poultry increased gently and the production of milk increased slightly. The relationship between demand and supply differed among products. To be specific，price of pork meat rebounded；beef price stabilized at a high point；lamb price decreased；milk price rose slightly after lingering at a low price. In 2016，affected by the economy depression，the demand for animal products is very likely to decline. But the decline in feed prices helps improve the economic benefits of animal breeding and stabilize the production. Under the effects of these two factors，the prices of animal products are likely to decrease，which might help drive the demand for livestock products.
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G. 7  An Analysis on the Aquaculture Markets in 2015 and Prospects for 2016

Yang Han／125

Abstract：In 2015，the total aquaculture production increased steadily. There were few changes  in aquatic production patterns and practices. The total consumption of aquaculture food products fluctuated yet grew slowly，and their consumption structure became diversified. The total imports and exports，the imports of fish meal，and the market share of traditional exports have declined，while the market share of exports to Association of Southeast Asian Nations has increased. Prices of the bulk of freshwater fish decreased. Prices of marine fish products remained stable. Prices of shrimp rose slowly. The prices variation of crabs remained in a traditional pattern characterized by being “higher during the mid-year period，and lower at the beginning and end of year". Prices of shell fish，sea cucumbers and tilapia continued to decline. In 2016，the total aquaculture production is projected to increase slightly. Under the influence of the “Diesel Fuel Subsidies” policy，the marine aquaculture production structure is expected to develop in a more adequate way.
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    Abstract：In 2015，the volatility of commodity and financial markets increased，and the real economy was in need of risk aversion. As a risk-management tool，the agricultural futures market in China has expanded，and the market size increased by 19.3％compared to 2014. Among them，the volume and position of Dalian agricultural futures market increased by 41.5％and 25.7％. The volume of oil futures exchanges continued to lead in the market. The volume of corn futures exchanges increased by 6-7 times compared to 2014. The number of customers participating in the exchanges has increased by 18.7％. At the same time，the market function has further improved. In 2016，With the adjustment of spot markets and agricultural policies and the improvement of futures markets， China’s agricultural futures market will be capable to meet the market demands for risk aversion at a higher level.
    Keywords：Agricultural Products；Futures Market；Dalian Commodity Exchange
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Abstract：With the slowdown of the world economic growth in 2015，a negative growth in international trade was witnessed. In the same period，China’s total imports and exports of agricultural products dropped by 3.5％，of which its exports fell by 1.6％，and its imports fell by 4.6％. China’s agricultural trade deficit continued to decrease. With the increase of domestic grain production during the past eleven consecutive years，the grain imports yet increased by 67.6％. Particularly，the imports of corn，rice，wheat and sorghum increased remarkably. The main reason for China’s negative growth in international trade is owing to a continuous increase in domestic food prices，a lack of consumption demands，and the sluggish recovery of the world economy. The continuous increase in China’s grain imports was on account of a continuous and rigid rise in domestic grain prices，which contrasted sharply with the rapid decrease in international grain prices. With the existence of a series of uncertain factors，the global economic growth in 2016 will not be optimistic.
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Abstract：In 2015，China’s forestry pattern for ecological construction has further developed. Some success has been achieved in the areas of afforestation，anti-desertification，wetland conservation，and wildlife and biodiversity protection. Affected by the domestic and international economic situation，China’s timber production decreased significantly，the growth in forestry output and international trade slowed down significantly. With the issuance of ”The Guidance of State-owned Forest Area Reform” and “The Program of State-owned Forest Farm Reform”，the implementation of reforms in the state-owned forest areas and firms started. In 2016，the forestry reform and poverty alleviation will remain the central tasks in China’s forestry development.
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G. 11  Industrial Integration in Rural Areas and its Promotion Approaches

Hongyu Zhang，Chunyue Yang／194

Abstract：The industrial integration in rural areas is rooted in industrialized management of agriculture. From the perspectives of the operational foundations, development patterns，and benefits mechanisms of agricultural industrialization, the industrial Integration has developed in a rapid and diversified way. However, its development remains at the early stage due to a lack of operational capacities of acting entities, an insufficient provision of financial supports，the problems of land-use system and inefficient public services.  In 2016， the demonstration areas of industrialized management of agriculture and major grain production counties will be the key areas of development， whereas agribusiness enterprises and farmers’ cooperatives will be the key actors. Diverse benefits distribution mechanisms should be established. Finally，policy supports are proposed，including the recognition and support of acting enties, fiscal supports，support in ensuring land provision，and improvement of public services.
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G. 12  Collective Property Rights Reform in Rural Areas：Development，Challenges and Policy Suggestions

Hongzhi Cui／213

Abstract：This report describes the progress in collective property rights reform in China’s rural areas. It points out several problems during the reform，including the  contradictions  between  reform  objectives  and  traditional  rural collective ownership arrangements，unclear cost-sharing mechanisms，and inadequate policy designs. The report proposes a number of countermeasures to further promote the reform，including：exploration of a unified membership rights and property rights with rural households as units，clarification of the reform’s scope and central tasks，improvement of reform measures targeting for different types of collective assets，and promotion of pilot programs.
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G. 13  An Evaluation Grain Price Support Policies and Prospects 

Bingchuan Hu／233

Abstract：With the consecutive increase in grain production and continuous increase in grain stocks and fiscal pressure，it is difficult to reverse market downturn in the short term. This harsh situation requires an adjustment on the current agricultural support policies so as to reduce grain stocks and costs，to balance the supply and demand sides，and ultimately to increase efficiency in agricultural production. Specific policy suggestions are：(1) to promote the marketization of agricultural products price，so as to dynamically balance the agricultural prices and quantities；(2) to reinforce the leverage effect of agricultural support policies，so as to optimize decision-making behaviors through risk-sharing mechanisms；(3) to divide grain stocks into strategic grain reserves and commercial grain reserves, so as to ensure food security through strategic grain reserves；(4) to re-focus on the objective of Increasing efficiency in agricultural production.
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G. 14  Green Transformation of Agriculture：Current Situations，Prospects and Policy Suggestions

Fawen Yu／247

Abstract：The development of industrialization and urbanization has led to mounting pressures on water and soil resources both in a quantitative and qualitative way. This constitutes double restrictions on a green transformation of agriculture. To realize the green transformation of agriculture and ensure the quality safety of agricultural products，there is a need to overcome not only the problem of a shortage of soil and water resources，but also a series of other problems, such as a mismatch between the goals of agricultural producers and those of the nation, and inadequate standardization of agricultural production. The green transformation of agriculture will become an inevitable trend，with food safety and quality assurance as the basic goal，soil and water resources protection as an important component, the industrial Integration as an approach，and ecological compensation policies as institutional support. During the course of its development, the green transformation of agriculture should be regarded as a national strategy. There is a need to strictly regulate the production behaviors of enterprises and agricultural producers. Meanwhile，it is important to establish ecological risk assessment methods concerning agricultural technology，and long-term，effective supervision mechanisms for agricultural production chains.
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