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Poverty Alleviation Programs at the Grassroots Level: A Structured Dilemma and Governance

………………………………………………………………………Ma Liangcan&Ha Hongying（2）
This article uses participant observation to analyze a practical dilemma that can be found in poverty alleviation programs at the grassroots level in poverty-stricken areas, western China, from the perspective of interactions among grassroots cadres, social forces and impoverished people. The results show that the overall dominance by grassroots cadres, the absence of social forces and a lack of a subjective right for impoverished people, have pushed the practice of poverty alleviation programs at the grassroots level into a structured dilemma. This dilemma has diminished the effect of poverty alleviation programs and hindered the achievement of national poverty alleviation strategy. The study suggests that, in order to optimize the governance structure of grassroots poverty alleviation programs, the endogenous development should be strengthened which is centered on impoverished people. Besides, it is important to revitalize the power of grassroots cadres, stimulate the participation enthusiasm of social forces and reconstruct the subjective status of impoverished people.
The Causes and Solution of Chaos in Implementing Rural Minimum Living Standard Guarantee Program: Based on Mixed Methodology by Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches …………………………………………………………………………Zhang Hao（14）

An inconsistency between the implementation process of the rural Minimum Living Standard Guarantee (MLSG) program and the intention of the policy design has been witnessed. This article uses mixed methodology by combining case study and empirical survey based on data from 20423 rural residents and 632 household recipients for the MLSG program, and analyzes the phenomenon and causes of this phenomenon. The results indicate that visible individual characteristics like age and disability have become the dominant factors in determining the recipients, whereas households’ income, which is deemed to be the identification criterion as described by the program’s policy, has not been seriously considered owing to the difficulty in income measurement. At the same time, the process of villagers’ review appears to play a prominent role, whereas the role played by local governments becomes weakened. In this case, rural ethics, village governance and village cadres appear to affect the review results. Furthermore, a number of supporting policies have contributed to the inconsistency. The study implies that the MLSG program policies should be improved by way of increasing targeting accuracy, putting more emphasis on the role played by local governments, and optimizing other poverty alleviation policies, so as to make the MLSG program part of a more comprehensive rural social security system.
An Analysis on Changes in Income for Rural Households Affected by Land Acquisition based on Income Mobility: Evidence from Xiangyang and Kunming Cities
………………………………………………………………Ding Shijun,Yang Jin&Chen Yuping（29）

This article uses survey data of households expropriated from their farmland in Xiangyang, Hubei and Kunming, Yunnan, to analyze farmer households’ income mobility and investigate the influence of household endowments and risk shocks on income mobility of households expropriated from their farmland. The results show that, on the one hand, different types of households’ endowments have different impacts on farmers' income mobility. Affected households who have lower educational achievement, or whose initial income position is higher than other groups, are more likely to experience downward mobility, while those receiving more economic support are more likely to experience upward mobility. On the other hand, economic and health risks turn to have significant impact on households’ income mobility after their land is expropriated. From the point of risk/prevention factors, affected households who have participated “Land for social security” are more likely to experience upward mobility. Therefore, the results suggest that government policies should aim to strengthen farmer households’ economic capital and social capital, prevent them from further suffering economic and health risks, and reduce the adverse impact of households’ endowments on their income mobility.
An Analysis on Rural Residents’ Subjective Well-being and the Determinants: An Empirical Survey based on Rural Household Data from Ten Counties in Five Provinces
    ……………………………………………………………………………Bai Miao&Wu Guobao（41）
This article analyses the status of rural residents’ subjective well-being based on a rural household survey. The results show that rural residents’ overall life satisfaction is generally high. Among them, residential satisfaction scores with education and income appear to be the lowest in all dimensions, and satisfaction scores with marriage, family and interpersonal relationship the highest. From the regional perspective, rural residents' life satisfaction scores show a decreasing trend from the East regions to the Central regions and to the West regions, but the difference in satisfaction scores among rural residents in different counties in the same province appears to be small. The study further establishes a model of rural residents' subjective well-being, which shows, all else being equal, the following factors may contribute to improving residential subjective well-being, namely, the increase in farmers' per capital income, participation in the election of township People's Congress, being elected as village cadres or villagers' representatives, the adoption of garbage collection scheme and sewage discharge pipes in the vicinity, the establishment of formal social organizations in the village and the increase in per capital area of farmland. Besides, compared with farmer residents who are younger, married or divorced, those who are older or unmarried tend to have higher life satisfaction. Finally, the results show the difficulty in improving residential subjective well-being for residents being suffered from public safety events or under depression in daily life.
An Analysis on the Villages Managed by the Rich and the Mechanism of Grassroots Democracy in Practice……………………………………………………………………………………Chou Ye（52）

Under the background of social differentiation, the villages managed by the rich can be widely observed. This article analyzes different types of villages managed by the rich, and discusses grassroots democracy in practice. The study categorizes the villages managed by the rich into three types, namely, capital dominated villages, administration dominated villages and public rules dominated villages. These three types reflect different practices of grassroots democracy. The study claims that the state is the important force in affecting the practice of democracy at the grassroots level. An emphasis on the role played by the state helps to clarify many arguments regarding the villages managed by the rich and provides helpful experience to the grassroots democracy in practice. As the rural society becomes more diversified, the state should not only give more autonomous space to the society, but also coordinate the relationship between various power and interests. This would contribute to good rural governance and grassroots democracy in practice.

How to Gain the Popularity: The Structural Characteristics and Determinants in Affecting Rural Residents’ Trust in Grassroots Self-governing Organizations
…………………………………………………………………………Tian Biehai&Wang Caiyun（67）

This article analyzes the structural characteristics and factors affecting rural residents’ trust in grassroots self-governing organizations, based on the sample data of 1599 rural residents. It finds that, in general terms, rural residents tend to present a vague trust in grassroots self-governing organizations. Rural residents’ trust in grassroots self-governing organization is to a large extent based on the traditional relationship and affection rather than validity and calculation. Generalized trust, socioeconomic status, political efficacy, social networks and the village’s integration are positively correlated with rural residents’ trust. The study concludes that, in order to strengthen rural residents’ political trust, it is necessary to build a clean government, nurture the rural middle class, promote rural residents’ political participation, encourage the development of social organizations, and accelerate community culture construction.
An Analysis on Hukou Difference in the Rate of Return to Education for Migrant Workers: A Comparison between Rural Temporary Migrants and Urban Temporary Migrants
…………………………………………………………………Tan Jing,Yu Jingwen&Li Xiaolong（82）
China is under the process of transition from a populous country to a powerful state with rich human resources. However, the structural difference in the rate of return to education can affect human capital accumulation and economic transition. This article analyzes the hukou difference in the rate of return to education for migrant workers, and verifies this phenomenon to be particularly prominent in mega-cities. In mega-cities such as Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou, the rate of return to education for rural temporary migrants is 3.12 percentage points lower than that for urban temporary migrants, which intensifies the polarization of urban labor market. The study also proves that migration helps to raise the relative rate of return to education for rural temporary migrants and reduce the hukou difference in the rate of return to education between rural and urban temporary migrants by 0.91 percentage points. Furthermore, the study finds the following factors to be important in understanding the lower rate of return to education for rural temporary migrants, namely, a lack of educational investment, poor quality of education in rural areas, and a lack of non-farm employment experiences. The study indicates the negative impacts of the dual hukou system on human capital accumulation in mega-cites as well as in China in middle- and long-term.
Rental Accommodations and Household Economic Conditions for Rural Primary School Students: A New Feature of Inequality in Primary Education under the Policy on Consolidation of Primary Schools in Rural China
………………………………………Pang Xiaopeng,Long Wenjin,Dong Xiaoyuan&Zeng Junxia（97）
Based on a random sample of 9179 primary school students in rural West China, this article describes the current situation of rental accommodations for primary school students, and explores the differences in the selection of rental accommodations among households under different economic conditions. The results show that one quarter of parents in this sample choose to rent an accommodation for their children. Households with lower incomes are more likely to rent accommodations. Poor households need to take higher cost to get quality education for their children under the policy on consolidation of primary schools, which is a new feature of inequality in rural primary education. The study suggests that, besides continuing improving the facilities of boarding schools, the government should pay more attention to students of low income households to promote educational equality, and start to implement pilot projects like “Special Low-rent Housing for Education” and “Subsidies for Educational Rental Accommodations”.
Formal Education or Skill Training: Which Investment in Human Capital is More Beneficial to Formal Employment of Migrant Workers?

…………………………………………………………………………………………Wang Jian（113）
Investment in human capital is important for promoting the formal employment of migrant workers. However, previous research has not provided an in-depth exploration of what forms of human capital play a more significant role in this regard. Based on a survey of migrant workers in cities, this article, by using the calculation of Sheaf Coefficients based on the logit model, compares the effects of investment in human capital by way of formal education and skill training on the formal employment of migrant workers. This study finds that, compared with formal education, skill training is more direct and effective in affecting the formal employment of migrant workers, but in the meanwhile, intergenerational differences and occupational differentiation are observed. In the aspect of intergenerational differences, for two generations of migrant workers, skill training is more effective than formal education, but this difference is more obvious for the employment of the first-generation of migrant workers. In the aspect of occupational differentiation, skill training still is more effective than formal education, and this relative advantage tends to become more prominent in case of changing to the non-physical labor occupations for migrant workers.
Rural Information Dissemination from a Supply-demand Perspective: A Literature Review and Prospects for Research
………………………………………………………………………………Cui Kai&Feng Xian（127）
With the acceleration of information dissemination and the increasing importance of the new media in the “Internet plus” era, the information dissemination mechanism in rural areas is also undergoing profound change. Experts and scholars both at home and abroad have recognized the role played by rural information communication in promoting the development of agricultural economy, solving farmers' information asymmetry problem and narrowing the information gap between urban and rural areas. This article uses literature review approach to summarize domestic and overseas frontier research about rural information dissemination from a supply-demand perspective of rural information. In the aspect of rural information demand, domestic and foreign literature focus on the types, sources and channels of rural information, whereas the ability and function of information demand need to be further studied. A majority of research of rural information supply is concentrated on the model, platform, and strategy of rural information supply, whereas research on the suitability and feasibility of rural information supply should be strengthened. Furthermore, by comparing domestic and overseas research, the study finds a number of research gaps in domestic literature with regard to theories, methods, and policies. Finally, it puts forward some research directions in the domain of rural information dissemination, including an introduction of multidisciplinary theories and methods, an emphasis on the change in social network environment and individual behavior logics, the improvement of communication strategy and rural development supported by information dissemination.
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