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The Logic of Cohesion of the “Sense of Common Economic Benefits” in Rural Dilemmas and Its Limits: An Analysis of the “Witch Building Temple” Event in S Village  

………………………………………………………………………Duan Xinxing & Wang Qiuyue（2）
Compared to traditional social networks, organizations and culture, the “sense of common economic benefits” is more likely to survive under the impact of the market “invasion”. The increase in the “sense of common economic benefits” can enhance village perception and cognitive norms, and reproduce the actions of reciprocity and collective protection. This article analyzes a case study of the “witch building temple” event in S village where villagers share dispersed economic benefits, and examines the agent’s effort of promoting the institutionalization of the actions of reciprocity and collective protection by way of constructing a “sense of common economic benefits” and village perception. The analysis shows that the “sense of common economic benefits” without a specific economic benefit provision has its limitation, which can barely produce the actions of reciprocity and collective protection. In a village typified by villagers’ dispersed economic benefits, the construction of village perception is hardly effective. The study concludes by proposing that institutional equity be more important than a forced perception of village. 
The Dilemmas of Residents Committee Elections in Urban Communities Transformed from Villages and a Governance Path: From the Perspective of a Coordinated Development between Urban and Rural Areas……………………………………………………………………Zhang Shanxi（13）
Under the process of urbanization, China has witnessed an increasing number of urban communities previously identified as village communities. Within these new urban neighborhoods, significant changes occurred in local committee elections. This has brought both opportunities and challenges to a coordinated development between urban and rural areas. Based on a case study in a community of Dazhou Municipality, Sichuan Province, this article analyses the problems of residents committee elections in such a neighborhood, including the practice of single-candidate elections, election corruption and local government intervention. Through observation and in-depth interviews, it further elaborates three main elements that may influence elections, namely, the degree of specificity of a candidate’s qualifications, the choice of election methods, and the definition of relationships between local government agencies and residents committees. 

Commercialization of Labor in Rural China and the Change of Community Social Capital 

……………………………………………………………………………………Zeng Hongping（23）
This article examines the change of community social capital in rural China in a process of the commercialization of rural labor force. It discusses the effects of mutual exchanges of labor in a traditional rural community, including a decrease in production and living costs of farmer households, and the accumulation of community social capital by facilitating the production and reproduction of the community identity, mutual benefits, and community participation. Afterwards, the article illustrates a change process of villagers’ mutual cooperation ever since the commercialization of rural labor force. The study shows that this change process leads to a loss of the elements of community social capital, which creates a dilemma of collective action. As a result, it becomes difficult for the rural community to develop based on its internal strength.

The Disintegration and Reconstruction of Perceptual Order in Rural China
………………………………………………………………Li Yuanxing, Yang Yong & Yu Lingxi（32）
Throughout the change process of human society, the natural order is perception based. After introducing the concept of the perception order and its origin, this article examines the perception order in the traditional, rural communities in China, where it functions and serves as a basis of the rural system during the transition process. It further analyzes the destruction of the perceptual order in rural China, under the influence of the emerging rationality, commodity economy and the state power construction in the wave of modernization. On the one hand, the dissolution of village communities and the family dysfunction have destroyed the ethical order of the rural society. On the other hand, social resources as the basis of the perception order have decreased. Therefore, the study concludes by proposing a need to understand China’s rural social structure and farmers’ action from the perspective of the perceptual order. This may provide an approach to reconstruct the social order of rural communities by way of promoting mutual interaction between the state and farmers, between the market and rural communities, and between urban and rural areas.
Social Rationality of Migrant Workers’ Family Migration 
…………………………………………………………………Xiong Jingwei&Zhong Zhangbao（40）
This article examines social rationality as an important driving force for migrant workers’ family migration. Using the survey data of migrant workers in the Pearl River Delta, the study starts with constructing hypotheses and examines different variables of social rationality that may influence family migration. The results show a significant positive correlation between the number of migrant workers’ opposite-sex friends in the cities where they work and the likelihood of the migration of their spouses and children, and between the likelihood of their spouses’ migration and that of their children’s migration. This demonstrates that the motivation of migration mainly concerns family reunion in order to meet migrant workers’ basic physiological and emotional needs. Moreover, there is a significant negative correlation between the number of migrant workers’ relatives in the city where they work and the likelihood of the migration of their spouses and children. This illustrates a need for supplementary family-based social support as a driving force of migration. Furthermore, the analysis reveals a significant positive correlation between migrant workers’ willingness to remain in the city where they work and the likelihood of the migration of their spouse and children, and between the likelihood of their spouses’ migration and the access possibility of their children regarding entrance to urban schools. This reflects an incentive to avoid the harm brought by institutional exclusion and a demand for urban public services. Finally, the results show a significant negative correlation between migrant workers’ self perceived need for family reunion and the likelihood of the migration of their spouses and children. This suggests a compensation effect of family migration on realizing migrant workers’ moral obligations as parents and family members. The study indicates a need to change the migration paradigm from focusing on the economic rationality to the multi-rationality.

Cities Make Life Better: Hukou Identity Change and Life Satisfaction of Chinese Households

………………………………………………………………………………………Zhao Fengjun (56)
Based on large sample data from China Family Panel Studies, this article analyzes the impacts of hukou identity change on Chinese households’ life satisfaction. Based on cross-sectional analysis, the results reveal a significant gap between rural households and urban households on their subjective well-being which is represented by life satisfaction. However, the analysis has not supported the traditional view that rural households have a higher subjective well-being than their urban counterparts. Based on time-series analysis, the study employs a Difference-in-Differences model and a Propensity Score Matching model, and finds that citizens’ hukou identity change from rural to urban households can significantly improve their subjective well-being. This supports the saying “cities make life better”.

Why Is It Difficult to Find “Real” Farmers’ Co-operatives in China?: An Explanatory Framework and the Evidence

………………………………………Deng Hengshan, Xu Zhigang, Ying Ruiyao & Liao Xiaojin（72）
The number of farmers’ co-operatives in China has increased rapidly since the implementation of the Law on Farmers’ Co-operatives. However, based on a large, random sample survey in Jiangsu, Jilin and Sichuan provinces, this study finds a very limited number of “real” co-operatives. This article aims to explain this phenomenon. By adopting the transaction cost theory, the article makes a clarification of the appropriate conditions for the development of farmers’ co-operatives, and analyzes co-operatives’ adaptability within the current environment. The study concludes by offering an explanation why it is difficult to find “real” co-operatives in China. The reason for that lies in the fact that the co-operative advantages of helping reduce the transaction cost and achieve the economy of scale can hardly be expected whereas the co-operative disadvantage of high organization cost is prevalent. Based on the analysis, the aforementioned fact derives from the observation of an inadequate supervision of agricultural product quality, the characteristics of small-scale agriculture and strong heterogeneity among farmers, as well as a lack of systematic construction of external support. 

A New Model of Rural Land Circulation in China under the Collective Ownership System

    ………………………………………………………………Luo Yuhui, Lin Longfei&Hou Yajing（84）
This article starts with an analysis of the justification of China’s rural land circulation under the collective ownership system on the basis of the Marxist idea of public ownership, property rights regimes and the land rent theory. Afterwards, it analyzes the current problems during the process of rural land circulation, including strong government measures and weak market incentives. Finally, inspired by Elinor Ostrom’s theory on the institutions for collective action, the study proposes to construct a new model of “Rural Land Circulation Service Center” in order to promote China’s rural land circulation in an orderly, standardized manner based on the principle of collective ownership.
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