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Appraisal and Strategic Consideration on Food Security Status of China

……………………………………………………Zhang Yuanhong, Liu Changquan & Guo Lulai（1）

Based on internationally accepted concept of food security, this paper constructs indices representing supply, distribution, consumption, utilization, result, stabilization, sustainability and control, to appraise the status, trends and problems of food security of China. Result shows that food security of China is at high level and has kept rising during the past years. China has many advantages in food security, which are manifested by the facts that many indices are better than those of world average, and even the average of developed nations, e.g. rate of self-sufficiency, per capita supply of energy and protein. Main problems of food security of China are inappropriate composition of nutrition and unsustainability of environment. Further improvement of food security could be achieved by adjusting production structure, employing more environment-friendly way of production, emphasizing management of consumption, reducing overconsumption and losses, lowering rate of storage appropriately.

Can Transportation Cost Explain Transaction Cost in Spatial Market Integration？Evidences from

    China's Local Wheat and Maize Markets

………………………………………………………Quan Shiwen, Zeng Yinchu & Mao Xuefeng（14）

From the perspective of transaction cost, this paper provides a new approach of analyzing spatial market integration. Taking China's wheat and maize markets as examples, we firstly identified transaction costs, with the method of threshold vector error correction model (TVECM), respectively among 20 local wheat markets and among 27 local maize markets. Afterwards, transportation mode and distance was used as proxies to estimate the influence of transportation costs on transaction costs. Results show that although the prices of all local wheat and maize markets are highly co-integrated, transportation costs can only explain 40 percent to 50 percent of the variation of transaction costs, which implies China's wheat and market markets are still far from a highly integrated and efficient national unified market. 

Empirical Analysis on Factors of New Agricultural Business Entities' Agricultural Technology Needs:

——Taking 395 Scaled Rice Farmers in Southern Jiangsu Province as the Example

……………………………………Zhu Meng, Qi Zhenhong, Wu Lanya, Li Xinrui & Tang Suyun（29） 

Taking 395 scaled rice farmers in southern Jiangsu province as the example, this study makes an empirical analysis on the factors influencing their needs for different kinds of agricultural technology using the binary Logistic method. The results suggest that, the features of scaled rice farmers are masculine, young, professional, knowledgeable and scaled. The scaled rice farms whose heads of households are male, receive better education and have higher satisfaction with national grain subsidies, have higher probability of needs for new variety technology. The scaled rice farms whose heads of households are male and younger, receive better education, have greater scale of rice cultivation and higher satisfaction with national grain subsidies, have higher probability of needs for pest control technology. The scaled rice farms whose heads of households are male, receive better education, have higher enthusiasm for growing grain and higher satisfaction with national grain subsidies, have higher probability of needs for soil testing and fertilizer technology. The scaled rice farms whose heads of households are male and younger, don' t have part-time jobs, receive better education, and have higher enthusiasm for growing grain, have higher probability of needs for mechanization technology.

How Do Food Quality Information Label Affect Consumers Preferences: Based on the Choice

    Experiment of 843 Samples in Shandong Province

…………………………………………………………Yin Shijiu, Xu Yingjun & Chen Yusheng（38）

Taking the 843 consumers in Shandong Province as an example, this study first conducts a choice experiment including four attributes: food safety certification label, traceability label, brand and price, and using the random parameter Logit model to analyze consumers' preferences. The results show that consumers' willingness to pay (WTP) for the attributes of food safety certification label, traceability label and brand were all significant. The relations between food safety certification label and traceability label, and the relations between traceability label and brand are both complementary, while the relations between food safety certification label and brand is substitutable. Consumers' WTP for traceability label was much higher than that for other attributes. With the enhancement of the levels of consumers' food safety certification knowledge and traceability knowledge, their impacts on consumers' WTP were different. In light of this, this paper put forward to establish food safety certification system and traceability system to decrease the information asymmetry in food market and to improve consumers' confidence and their WTP. 

The Impact of Agricultural Technical Training on Farmers' Agrochemical Use Behavior: Evidence

    from Experimental Economics

…………………………………………………………………………Ying Ruiyao & Zhu Yong（49）

Using participatory approaches and experimental economic methods, this paper analyzes the impact of different types of agricultural technical training activities on farmers' agrochemical use behavior. The results show that, firstly, the agricultural technical training can reduce the amount of farmers' agrochemical inputs. The more agricultural technical training farmers receive, the more rational their agrochemical use behavior will be. Secondly, the impact of completed technology guidance on farmers' agrochemical use behavior is greater than the impact of agricultural technical training. The rationalization of farmers' agrochemical use behavior needs the help of technicians' in-depth on-site guidance. Thirdly, the agrochemical use behavior of non-participated farmers in the same village is more rational than non-participated farmers in the neighboring village. Agricultural technical training has technical diffusion effects.

Can Land Joint-stock Cooperative System Reduce Farmland Circulation of Transaction Costs?

——Evidence from Jiangsu province

…………………………………………………………Bao Zongshun, Yi Tengshuiyi & Ni Jing（58）

Agricultural labor transference has brought China's farmland market opportunity, and the strengthening of the right to the contracted management of land system reform, and promotes the development of the rural land market. In support of these advanced research views at the same time, this paper also analyzed the land circulation intermediary organizations in promoting the role of farmland circulation. According to the survey data of 300 villages in Jiangsu province, using PSM method to eliminate the selection bias and endogenous problems, analyze the empirical analysis results show that the land joint-stock cooperative of rural land circulation and concentration as well as a variety of new operators to participate in agriculture played an important role. Through cooperative play a role of mediation in the land circulation, can save the transaction cost and speed up the circulation of land management

Religious Believes and Farmers' Participation in Rural Endowment

………………………………………………………Ruan Rongping, Zheng Fengtian, & Liu Li（70）

Based on a nationally representative household survey data set, this paper carefully analyzes the effects of farmers' religious believes on the participation in rural endowment. By building the Probit model and using instrumental variable approach, we find that, compared with non-believers, the religious believers are less likely by 6% to participate in the rural endowment. Further analysis shows that the impact of religious believes on the participation in rural endowment mainly for the "old rural endowment" which is actually a self-saving social insurance, but not for the "new rural endowment" which is a social insurance of public welfare. This result suggests that the public welfare in the "new rural endowment" is an important driving force for farmers to participate, while the feature of self-saving and the absence of public finance in the "old rural endowment" make its objects lost much, and block the development of rural endowment. The implication of those results is that enhancing the governments' input is the key to keep the attraction and vitality of the rural endowment at present. 


An Analysis on the Living Situation and the Desire for Old-age Support of Middle and Old Age

Never-married Males in Rural Area 

……………………………………………………………………………………………Wang Lei（83）

Unbalanced sex structure and widespread migration aggravated the males' difficulties in getting married in rural area. The living situation and the desire for old-age support of middle and old age never-married males have already been an important problem affecting the public security and harmonious development in villages. Using the data from a rural survey in 2013, the paper described the living situation and the desire for old-age support of middle and old age never-married males and analyzed their influencing factors. It is found that never-married males have significant disadvantages compared with married males in health, income, consumption, life support, daily communication and social security. The desire for old-age support of middle and old age never-married males shows a heavily reliant on social security. The government should not only improve relevant laws and institutions but also improve the execution of the laws and institutions in order to ameliorate the living situation of never-married males and limit the potential negative effect of this group on villages'social security.  
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