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Based on a modified Hotelling model, this article analyzes the impact of new rural financial institutions (NRFIs) and rural financial market competition on the development of inclusive finance (IF), and proposes several hypotheses. Based on the data of 31 provinces (cities) in China, the article constructs an IF index by using the text mining method to measure the IF level. Afterwards, the study estimates the impact of the NRFIs and its interaction item with rural financial market competition on the development of IF, taking the financial market competition, IF index lag, and per capita GDP as control variables. Besides, the study tests robustness of the above results, by using the weighted GLS for the static panel data and differential GMM for the dynamic panel data during 2010-2014 and dividing the sample into three parts based on the geographical division of China. The empirical results show that the expansion of NRFIs has significant positive impact on the level of IF: the higher the level of market competition, the greater the impact. Moreover, factors such as GDP per capita, traffic convenience, urban-rural income gap, and rural insurance level have significant positive impact on the level of IF, with a different degree in the three areas.
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Based on a survey data of 476 households in Shaanxi and Shanxi provinces on the Loess Plateau, this article analyzes the households' adoption behavior of conservation tillage technology, the adoption degree and the factors that influence their behavior, by using a sample selection model. The study finds that, firstly, only a small percentage of households adopt the whole set of conservation tillage technology system. The adoption rate of straw mulch and the adoption rate of no tillage sowing technology are higher, whereas the adoption degree of sub-soiling and of pests integrated control technology are lower. Secondly, the householders that are younger, better educated, risk-loving and concerned about the economic benefits of conservation tillage technology, not only tend to adopt the conservation tillage technology, but also tend to adopt various types of technology. The households who have a higher income and a lower proportion of agricultural income tend to adopt the conservation tillage technology at a higher degree. Besides, land fragmentation impedes the adoption of conservation tillage technology. Thirdly, frequent communications among households, participation in online trainings and government subsidies have played a significant role in promoting the adoption behavior and in increasing the adoption degree of conservation tillage technology, whereas technical trainings, machinery operation convenience and effectiveness have a positive impact on households' adoption of conservation tillage technology.
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Based on an investigation of the pilot area of Xiangtan city, Hunan province, this article analyzes three main farmers’ treatment methods of heavy-metal soil contamination in both pilot and non-pilot areas. The study describes the characteristics of the three main farmers’ treatment methods, based upon which it further examines the factors affecting farmers’ treatment options, by using econometric model. The results show that, first of all, the government appears to be the main driver for farmers to adopt land restoring treatment. Secondly, the percentage of agricultural income and the quality of soil have exerted a significant impact on farmers’ structural adjustment of crop farming. Moreover, no correlation can be found between the development of low cadmium rice and farmers’ characteristics. Therefore, there is a need to explore new path to promote the development of low cadmium rice.
Does Farmers’ Willingness to Abdicate Land Usufruct Affect Grain Yields?: An Analysis based on a Treatment Effects Model
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The process of urbanization causes some farmers to abdicate their rural land usufruct, triggering the reallocation of land resource. Although land transfer can solve the problem, it may also bring some hidden troubles. The abdication of farmers’ land usufruct is therefore put out as a new reform direction. In order to better understand the importance of this policy, this article analyzes the impact of farmers’ willingness to abdicate land usufruct on wheat yields and corn yields, using data obtained from a sample of 620 farm households in Hebei, Henan and Shandong provinces. The study uses a treatment effects model that can deal with the selection bias. The results show that the average treatment effects of farmers’ land usufruct abdication willingness have decreased wheat yields and corn yields by 0.539% and 0.763%, respectively. Compared with farmers with a lower off-farm income, those having a higher ratio of off-farm income to the total household income tend to obtain lower wheat and corn yields. The findings suggest that the government should use land usufruct abdication as a policy instrument to supplement the measure of splitting “land ownership right, contract right and management right”, encourage the transfer of contract right and management right of rural land as a whole, and provide some institutional arrangements for farmers who are willing to abdicate land usufruct.
The Development of Community Supported Agriculture: Theoretical Foundation and International Experience
…………………………………………………Dong Huan,Zheng Xiaodong&Fang Xiangming（82）
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) is an alternative agriculture that has gradually emerged while a growing percentage of population began to question about industrial agriculture. Since CSA is an arrangement that meets both consumers and farmers’ interests, the development of CSA has an economic rationality. Moreover, the development of CSA generates many side-benefits, such as protecting ecological environment, promoting the development of agricultural culture and rural communities. Learning from international experiences, the study finds that the development of CSA has showed the following trends. First of all, more and more CSA farms carry out participatory activities in response to the constraints of market demand and trust crisis. Secondly, owing to a labor shortage, apprenticeship is becoming an important training system for CSA. Thirdly, because of a shorter supply period, limited supply variety and amount, CSA farms are forced to be innovative in designing its development model and to seek partners. Fourthly, CSA is facing fierce market competition, but the support from the government and third parties as well as the participation of a great number of farmers have brought significant opportunities for its development. Due to such development constraints, the true value of CSA is to improve industrial agriculture rather than replacing it, and to demonstrate a development model that can manifest agricultural multifunctionality.
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